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LITTLE THINGS THAT - - -
: HAVE MADE FORTUNES

-
0. v

Simple Toys and Puzzles Have Brought Millions to Their Inventors—

Some of the Createst Discoveries Made Purely Through
Accident—-Edison and the Phenograph.

“There's milllons in 0"

The man or woman who concelves |
fn idea thal is patentable almost in-
varlably hns vislons of immense
wealth, but how aoften the dream ls
realized mey be found by consuiting
the patent office authorities, the men
who bhandle thousands and thousands
of these “children of the hrain™ that
never bring to their Inventors even
the amonnt of money necessary for
gotting them patented. But, on the
other band, there are n great many

patents that have made thelr origin-| o

dtors tmmensely weilthy, and famous
ns well,

One wonld naturally suppoae
the greatest
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that |
returns would be from !

the large affalrs, such as the eleclrie |

raflrond, the telephone and the tele-
graph, but such Is not the case, for the
small hougehold Inventions, mechanl
cal toys and puzzles have given quick-
er returns and gréater profits for the
money expended than any of the lar-
ger alfnirs,

At some tiine or another In life ev-
eryboidy has turned his mind to get-
ting out & patent, and the usual ery
has been, when one man succeeded in
amassing a fortune, that he had Juck,
Luck never enters Into the patent
business, excepl in so far as one In-
vents gomething at the {time that
something s wanted by the buying
publie. The man who invented “Pigs
in Clover” happened to strike the
publie fancy, and milllons of people
nll over the country were chasing the
Jittle marbles into the middle pen.
That man made millions on his simple
puzzle because he launched It at the
right time.

Inventors Do Not All Die Poor.

The rewards gained by Inventions
in the past 50 years have been far In
excess of thoge that acerued to the
earlier inventor, although the general
public hes believed that the great ma-
jority of Inventors either dle In the
poorhouse or the insane asylum. This
impression was due partly to the fact
that Whitney, who Invented the cot-
ton gin; Goodyear, who first vulean-
fzed rubber, and Morsé, the father of
the telegraph, all died poor, and de-
rived no benefits from thelr inven-
tions,

Naturally, when a great invention s
put upon the market the inventor is

olted In all the newspapers and
magazines, but when some little trifie
{s brought out there is hardlysany no-
tice taken of the man himself or what
he has given to the world, but It Is
just such little things that have been,
If not the source, the start of great
fortunes,

J. W. McGill In 1867 invented the
little metal paper fastener withoat
which no office s now consldered
complete, and though but a trifle it
made wealth for its inventor. Such a
MHitle thing as the rubber tip on a
penci] brought $200,000 to its inventor,
Hymen L, Lipman, and that small
piece of metal which you wear on the
heel of your shoe to protect it had
made up to 1887 over $1,000,000 for
fts projector.

| A man named Canfield first hit up-
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Was Serving His Fourth Term for
! Burglary When the Idea Was
i Perfected,

on the notion of making arm-pit

shields seamjess with a gheet of cloth- |
covered rubber, and it brought him |

an lneome of many thousands & year.
The man who invented the metal fast-
enings for buttons must have been &
bachelor, for it did away with sewing
but it made him a milllonalre.

The Barbed Wire Fence.

The barbed wire fence, rRbout which
many have sald unkind things as they
dinentangled themselves, was worth
over §1,500,000 In royalties to the orl
ginator. A countryman, whose loss
frows eggs belag broken on thelr way

[ tented 1o 1809 by Mary

to market was 2 gerious thing evolved
the iden of packing them in separate
compartments, and’ this simple device
Ie now used altogether, and the coun-
tryman i nol obliged to toil for his
dally bread.

It must not be thought from = this
thitt the field of Invention {5 oceupied
entirely by man, for it s not. Woman
Las entered into competition with him
in this field, also, and some of her pa-
tents have Leen as useful and as good
pemnkers as those belongihg o
| the sterper sex. Invantions by women
cover all the branches of life, and,

gtrange to say, quile as many patents
are granted them for lmproved ma
chinery as for articles of woman's
wear,

The first patent ever granted to a
woman in the United States was for
a muachine for the weaving of straw
with silk or thréad, aud this was pa-
Kies. Mary
Jane Montgomery Invented the mow-
ing machine, and In 1866 she took out
a patent on a machine for punching
holes In corrugated metal, Her many
inventions netted her a considerable
fortune, as fortunes went In those
days. A woman in Californla made
oyer $50,000 from her invention of the
baby carriage, and 4 woman in Wash-
ington, Mrs. Johnson, made a good
thing out of the Invention of the lce
cream [reezer, for before that time all
cream was stirred with a spoon until
it was [rozen,

Criminals as Great Inventors.
Criminals have played an important
part in some of the world's greatest
inventions, and some have made small
fortunes out of their discoveries.
Charles Filer, who deviged the new
lock-stitch sewing machine, was serv-
ing hig fourth term for burglary when
the fdea was perfected. When he was
releaged his idea was backed by some
capitalists, and he was given a salary
f $6,000 a year to superintend the
construction of the machines, in addi-
tion to a rovalty. At the same time
he sold his English rights for $50,000

Suddenly There Was a Brilliant Burst
of Flame.

cash and $26,000 worth of stock of (he
English company,

The discovery of thermite has help-
ed sclence and mechanics to such an
extent that one steel manufacturer re
marked that It would, when in gen-
ernl use, decrease the cost of steel
ships one-third, yet the Invenlor was
Fritz von Schmidt, known to the Eu-
ropean police as “Count Ether,” be-
cause he was @ sclentist who, when
wanted for a burglary, alweys van-
Ished ug quickly as that volatile spirit.
Von Behmidt was discovered by his
efforts to patent hlg inventlon, He ex-
pinined to & patent agent In Berlin
what his patent would do, and offered
to make hls way into the attorney's
gafe, but the attorney called up the
police Instead.

Acetylene gas, one of the most {m-
portant industrial Inventions of the
last decade, was stumbled upon by ac-
cident by a man named Wilson, who
had an eloetrical furnace In  North
Caroling for metallurgical purposes
From (ime to time he used a great
deal of rock salt in his furnace steck,
and also Nmestone as & fAux. When-
ever thege two matergaln were fused
together, as he noticed after & while,
the slag produced by the intense elec
trical heat included a dirly grayish
substance wholly unlike anything he
had ever seen.

Discovered Acetylene Gas.

For weeks he notlced this substance,
without giving more than a passing
thought to it, and continued to dump
ft into the river upon the banks of
which he had bulit his furnme. 8oon

the plle of slag was 6o high that the
top reached above the water, and then
4 curlous thing occurred. The water
wounld sizzle and steam as the slag
was dumped 1o, but this day, as the
last of the slag was poured onto ‘lie
little island, #ome of it remained red
hot. Suddenly there was a brilllant
burst of flamme, so prolonged and so
hot that there was danger of the fur
nace catching fire.

Then Wilson began to think. The
pext day he took some of the curlous
looking substance and wet it with wa-
ter, but, much to his surprise, nothing
came of {t. Then he siruck a mateh
and held it near the mixture, and im-
mediately a bright flame was produced
and Wilson knew that he had discov-
ered something valunble. His dieenv-
gry was aceiylene gas, and he made a
fartune out of it.

A Goerman manufacturer of nitro-
glycerin wis the inventor of dyanmile,
but was not secking for it at the time
he received prool of It= explosive qual-
Ities. Nitroglyeerin 18 a liguld which
will not explode, but will burn rather
with & steady flame, when five Is ap-
plied. One day the wanulacturer
gpllled some of the stulf on the floor,
and a lttle later droppad a  lighted
match in the same plice. The eXplos
fon which followed was astonlshing
and quite a little disconcerting, but he
had discovered dynamite, and his for-
fune was made, While nltroglycerin
will, not esplode while in liquid form,
it hecomes expiosive the iustant the
particles are separated so that eqch
has sufficient air about {t. This fluid
vaporizes whenever sufilelently shoceh-
ed, and Is then so Inflammable that

the mere leat of the shock sets it off.
The name of the German who spllled
his nitroglyeerin wns Nobel, and ho

Evolved the Idea of Packing Them In
Separate Compartments.
patented the combination and became

Immensely wealthy,
Edison and the Phonograph.

The greatest of our Inventors,
Thomas A. Edlson, owes his invention
of the phonograph partly to an asel-
tent, Edison had been working nizht
and day to perfect the telephone, and
had constrocted a number of small
gheepskin drumheads, to test thelr
value as diaphragms as compared with
metal and other substances. To some
of these sheepskin diaphragms be had
attached a magnetie needle which was
Intended to project toward the magnet
and assist in conveying the vibrution
cauged by the human volee.

These did not fulfill Edison's expac-
tations, and were discarded ns useless,
His assistants soon discovered that
by holding the drumheads close to the
mouth and making a guttural gound, a
nolse approuching musie could be se-
cured, much the same a8 when a pléce
of paper ls wrapped around a comb.
In attempting to playfully stop one of
the men from playing on it, Edison
touched the Jittle needle, but no soon-
er had he done so than he gave one
of his characteristic starts and re-
quested the operator to repeat the per-
formance. It was repeated, and agnin
e touched the needle, with evident
dellght. He went among his assiat-
ants, asking them to hum, slng and
lalk against the little drumhead, he
keaping his finger ever so lightly on
the little needle.

“1 have it!" he suddenly exclaimed,
and retreated te his office and com
menced drawing dingrame for new mao-
chinery, which his assistants speodily
| made, and @ few days later the first
phonograph was put together. It was
o crude affalr, the pin making an Im:
presslon on wax, It talked Imperfyeot
Iy, but it showed Edison that he was
on the right track, and he rapidly Im-
praved It, until now It 18 almost e
fection. The phonograph was st iirst
regarded as a mere toy, but later IC
was sold for $1,000,000.

Milllons in Air-Brake.

The Inventor of (he alr-brake,
George Westinghouse, Is one of the
best known Inventors of the presdmt
day, but It was a long time belors he
conld gel any moneyed men intercsted
enough In his alrbrake to back him.
Perhaps the one thing In his life that
McKee Rankin regretted was (hat
when Westinghouse offered him o Lalf
interest In the alr-brake for $500 he
did not accept it, This invention rat.
ted Mr. Wesatinghouss many miil'« ng
of dollars and brought him world - “Je
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NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS.

“One of the worst drawhbacks to
baseball™ savy Tommy Corcoran, the
Ciocinnati shortstap, “is that the groat
majority of men who follow It know
nothing else. The prellminary train
Ing of n ball player for & professional
career comes In the early yeats of
his life, when he should be qualifying

Tommy Corcoran.
Jimsell for

a buziness or professional
calling. After he has played ten or
§ years he feels as a matter of fact
he Is ont of the running In any other
buginess. He may gave something out
of his galary, but the chances are that
he will not, for as a yule ball players
are lmprovident. 8o when his days
of usefulness as a blg lengner are over
he drifts down among the minors,
where his past achievemenls are
nbout all the glory hie can boast of in
the diamond game.”

Charlie Alperman will keep himself
In condition thiz winter shoveling
coal under a hoiler In a factory at
Aetna, Pa.

Pittsburg has purchased the release
of Absteln, a clever all-round player
now with the Shreveport elub. He
will be assigued to utility roles.

Billy Laner, who has been on Me-
Graw's regerve list for several seasons,
has been released to the Waterbury
club of the Connecticut league.

Overall and Walsh are the only
bachelors on Chleago's payroll now,

During th 2> Phillles’ exhibltion ganme
at Jamestown on August 16, Magee's
Titusville friends presented him with
a dreas suit cuse,

Heltzhoover's pet, Otto Knabe,
Toledo Inflelder, will
Pittshurg fold.

Thera have been numerous good
Judges of ball players, but mighty few
that were the equals of Frank Selee
In that regard,

tha
retuyrn to the

AMONG THE MINORS.

The A. J. G. club, of the New York
league, has released Plteher Villeman.

*he Toronto club hag signed Out-
fielders Medensanl and George Dan-
non, late of Montreal.

'imher HBrady, of the Little Rook
team, bas a record of striking out 11
men, Every strike was a good healthy
gwing and not one had to be called
Ity the umpire.

Bill Clingman, of the Toledo team,
will retire from baseball this year,
after a career on the diamond cover:
ing a period of more than 16 years.

Center Flelder Gettman is the best
plazer on the Buffalo team. He is
batting L08 and fielding 986,
was through, though he would not
wind paaying with that team could
George Huft be induced to take the
nianagement of the club, Of this there
la practically no ehance, for Hulf snys
he Is thoroughly satisfled with his po-
gitlon a1 the University of Nlinofs.

Washington has shown flagshes of
firstdivision ability under Stahl's lead:
orship. Each spring the club starts
out and stays near the top the frad
month, Last genson it was at the top
for some time and gave promlse of be-
ing In the fight for the pennant; but
a4 the battle waxes warmer It steadlly
drops. and Iast year was no ex
caption,

it 8tahl drops the management of
e Benators, there will probably be
sevoral changes In management of
American league c¢lubs  before thy
opening of the 1907 season. Boston
will see a change. Detroit is Hkely to
on _aecount of the friction that haea
been present this year, and Fleldor |
jones has sald he will not lead the
White Stockings another year, though
it that club wins the pennant he Is
likely to find it hard work to persunde
Conmiskey to permit him to drop the
Fulne.

IPATENTS

PERUNA P SED

MAS. ESTHER M. MILNER |

Box 521, DeGiraff, Ohio,
Dr, 8. B. Hartnino, Columbms, Ohlo,

Diear Siri—

I was n {ferrible sufferer {rom
pelvic weakiess und had headache
continuous!y. 1 wus not uble todo my
howsework for miyselfund b b,

I wrote yon and deseribed n ¥ condis
tion as neirly as possible, Yot rocom-
mended Perinn, 1 ook four bottles of
itand wis completely cured. 1 think
Peruna a wonderful medicine nnd huve
recommended it to my friends with the
very best of restlts,

Esther M. Milner,

Very fow of the great mnliitude u[
women who huve been telivved of some
pelvie disease or weakness by Peruna
ever consent to give o testimonial to lie
read by the public

There are, however, a few conrageons,
self sacrificing women who will for the
salke of their suffering sisters allow
their cures to be published.

Mrs. Milner ig one of these. In her
gratitude for her restorution to health
she is willing that
the women of the
whaole world shonld
know it. A clironie
invalid brought buck
to health is no smoall matter. Words
are inndequate to express complete
gratitude,

A GRATEFUL
LETTER TO
DR. HARTMAN

Disused Houses Cheap.

Many tourisis in Swilzerland were
astonighed thlis summer to see vil
jages in the Rhone valley, near
Hrigue, which looked as If they had
been bombarded. On  Inquiry they
found that the demolished houscs
were mostly  temporary boarding
places for the Italian laborers who
made the Simplon tunnel. After
their departure these houges were of
feredl for ssle at $60 each—not, ol
course, Including the ground on which
they stood.

The extraordinary popularity of fine
white goods thls siimmer makes the
cholee of Starch a matter of great im-
portance, Deflance Starch, being free
from all Injurious chemicals, I8 the

™ only one which Is safe to use on fine

fabrics, Its greal strength as a st'f-
ener makes half the usual quantity of
Starch neceszsary, with the resu't of
perfect finizh, aqual to that when tho
goods were uew,

Floating Expasition.

Three hundred Dritish firms have
contributed to an exhibit of goods
whieh is dlaplayed on the lower decks
of a former milltary transport, and
will be gent from London to different
ports of Canada, the West Indies,
South Ameriea, South Africa, India,
China, Japan and Australia. The voy-
age is expocted to last 12 months.

Londen Policeman Ruus Amuck.

During one of London's recent hot
days a policeman suddenly became
erazed and drew his club and charged
along the sidewalk striking right and
left. He had cleancd two blocks be
fore some of hls comrades eaught and
overpowered him.

Life often seems but a shipwrooit,
whose fragments are {riendship. glory
and love. The shores of time that we
pasg durlng our life are covered with
these derelicts.—Mme. de Stael
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